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H.E. Ms Martina Nibbeling-Wrießnig 
Ambassador 
Permanent Delegation of Germany to 
UNESCO 
UNESCO House 

11 July 2011 

Subject: State of conservation of the World Heritage property "Old Town of 
Regensburg with Stadtamhof" 

Dear Ambassador, 

I acknowledge with thanks receipt of the letter and supporting documents trom 
the City of Regensburg dated 9 June 2011 kindly conveyed by your Delegation . 

We have transiTlitted them to ICOMOS International, the Advisory Body of the 
Wor/d Irferitage Convention. for urgent review and comments. 

ICOMOS' comments are as folIows: 

"/COMOS' ear/ier comments on the assessments that it had been provided 
with, for both the proposed bridge and the proposed high-rise bui/ding, 
identitied what it saw as the shortcomings of these assessments as they did 
not consider impacts on the overall Outstanding Universal Va/ue (OUV) of 
the property. . 

In addressing the State Partys spec;fic questions in its fetter of 9 June on 
the bridge proposafs, {GOMOS considers that as the tuIJ impacts of the 
various proposals on the attributes of the OUV have not been set out in an 
impact assessment, it cannot, at this stage, support a bridge scheme in 
principle. . 

In addressing the State Party's specific questions in its letter of 9 June on 
the proposed high-rise Osten turm, ICOMOS considtHS that as the full 
impacts of the revised proposals on the attributes of OUV l1ave not been 
set out in an impact assessment, and as lCOMOS had previously 
considered that a bui/ding above 40 metre~could have an adverse impact 
on OUl!. it cannot, at this stage, support a bui/ding of 60 metres in heighf. 

IGOMOS welcomes the suggestion of an Advisory Miss;on, but eonsider for 
this to be effective It should ideally be undertaken once the resu/ts of 
Impact Assessments on OUV have been carried out in accordanee with 
ICOMOS Guidance on Heritage Impact Assessments for cultural heritage 
properties. These assessments should be carried out by the State Party on 
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the basis of a retrospective Statement of OUV that is already being 
undertaken. 

Once these impact assessments that clearly set out potential impacts on 
the attributes of the OUV have been undertaken a considered dia/ogue 
could be undertaken with the State Party through an Advisory Mission." 

Furthermore, the World Heritage Centre would like to reeall that, as stated in 
Decision 33 COM 18.105, the 2011 state of conselVation report tor the property 
was requested for review by ICOMOS and not by the WorJd Heritage Committee. 

I would be gratefulif you eould convey this information to the responsible national 
and loeal authorities for their consideration and take this opportunity to thank you 
for your cooperation and support in the implementation of the World Heritage 
Convention. 

Pfease aecept, dear Ambassador, the assurances of my tiighest consideration. 

Director 
World Heritage Centre 

ee: German National Commission for UNESCO 
Dr Birgitta Ringbeck, World Heritage foeal point for Germany 
!COMOS I ntemational 


